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            BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE              

BOVM Meeting Minutes
	MONDAY, June 22, 2015, 8:30AM to 5:00PM MDT	
Idaho State Department of Agriculture Building
2270 Old Penitentiary Rd, Boise ID 83712
Conference Rooms Main A&B
(Portions of this meeting may be held in Executive Session in accordance with Chapter 23, Title 67, Idaho Code.)
In attendance:
		Carol Eklund, DVM – President
		John Coplin, DVM – Liaison Officer
		Matt Dredge, DVM – Member
		David Gerber, DVM – Vice President
		Jody Rockett, DVM – Member
		Kathy Simpson - Public Member
		Jodie Ellis – Executive Director
		Cindy Hedge – TRS II
		Gabel Gabel – Board Counsel
Guests: Emily Mac Master, Deputy Attorney General, State of Idaho; Robert Anderson, Partner at Anderson, Julian and Hull, Attorneys at Law; Jeanne Ross and Jennifer Johnson, All Valley Care Center.

The meeting was called to order at 8:30 AM by Dr. Carol Eklund, Board President.

1. Review and approve minutes from April, 2015 Board meeting and Teleconference on March 16, 2015:  Motion to approve by Dr. Gerber.  Motion seconded by Dr. Dredge.  Motion passed.

2. Updates on license and certification renewals:  Ellis reported that only 55% of the renewals had been received to date; 40% will be arriving during the last week of June.  There have been an unusually high number of calls from veterinarians and technicians who said that they lost their renewal forms.  The Board office staff has been scanning and emailing duplicates to them.  Ellis stated that the office should be utilizing email more to save time and money.




3. Proposed legislation and rule making docket for FY2016
a. Dr. Gerber submitted a draft proposal for expansion of non-disciplinary alternatives to the standard of care category.  Gabel reminded the board that currently the violator has the option to use this consequence but the liaison officer ultimately determines what action(s) is appropriate.  Gabel also referred to Idaho Code Title 9; Chapter 3 which states this type of record is not meant to be public; he offered some alternative suggestions.    Dr. Gerber would like to send the revised proposal to the IVMA for support.  Simpson stated this would be a win-win situation for the Board and the public.  Dr. Gerber suggested that if/when Ellis presents the proposal to the legislature she should have IVMA support present as well as persons outside of the veterinary occupation.  Dr. Rockett suggested talking with the Horse Council, Cattle Council, Kennel Club, etc.  Motion to approve revised proposal by Dr. Rockett.  Motion seconded by Dr. Dredge.  Motion passed.

b. Negotiated rulemaking: DOCKET NO. 46-0101-1501(Simplification of reporting and processing Continuing Education)
· Reception of oral and written comments from licensees and the public:  Ellis reported she has received several comments from licensees; the responses seem to be 50/50.  Dr. Dredge questioned how AAVSB tracks continuing education.  Ellis stated using AAVSB is not feasible because they will only track RACE-approved courses.  Gabel suggested making some changes in Rule 15.  Dr. Gerber asked if the Board could award two continuing education credits for attending a board meeting.  Ellis will do this in future newsletters.  Ellis also pointed out the ‘hit’ rate for non-compliance of continuing education is almost zero.  Dr. Gerber would like Gabel to provide a written statement to substantiate the rule change.  Motion for Gabel to provide a written statement to substantiate the rule change by Dr. Coplin.  Motion seconded by Dr. Dredge.  Motion passed.
	
c. Ellis surveyed Certified Euthanasia Task Force (CETF) members to choose a new name which would reflect a change in status from a task force to a committee.  The name the majority selected is the Committee on Humane Euthanasia (COHE).  The task force has been in effect for several years and believes that changing their status from that of a task force to a committee will resonate with legislators, the public and with licensees in Idaho.   Motion to approve Committee on Humane Euthanasia (COHE) by Dr. Rockett.  Motion seconded by Dr. Dredge.  Motion passed. 

Ellis reports that the CEA at Canyon County Pet Haven Humane shelter in Caldwell will be closed because there is no certified euthanasia technician on the premises.  Dr. Ellen German will continue to euthanize shelter cats under her own license.





4. Search for a new board member from SW Idaho  
a. Ellis followed up on suggestions from the board to fill this position.  She talked with two veterinarians who both declined.  Ellis also spoke with the President of the SWIVMA for a list of potential candidates.  Dr. Coplin suggested Dr. William Maupin.  Dr. Gerber suggested two other candidates.  Ellis will follow-up.

5.    Updates from Executive Director (Ellis)
a. Financial report; audit: Ellis reports that the Board seems to be doing better than expected.  The legislators released money for a permanent part time position for the office.  Ellis would like to hire Lecia Johns by the first of July.  Ellis will be working on the 2017 budget over the summer.  The budget will be based on getting a fee increase in 2017.  Dr. Rockett questioned what the miscellaneous expenses are and suggested they should be categorized.  Ellis reports the legislative audit went well but they have not submitted a final report yet.  

b. Website update: Ellis reported the person who was assigned to update our website hasn’t had time to work on it.    Ellis suggested we pull the website down until we can get it fixed. Dr. Coplin would like our website to be a priority.  Dr. Gerber would like to see the site being maintained by October.  Motion to train Cindy beginning no later than August 1 and to report back to the board during the October meeting.  Motion seconded by Dr. Coplin.  Motion passed.

c. Annual performance review for Director:  Ellis requested the board set policy regarding a performance review for her position.  Ellis states an annual review is valuable and would be welcome.  Dr. Eklund advised there is a form used for a review that should go out to each board member.  Dr. Eklund stated the President has always done the review.  Ellis will provide a job description and form to each board member so that a review can be done during the October meeting.

d. Draft of 2016 Strategic Plan:  Ellis reported state agencies are required to submit a plan at the beginning of each Fiscal Year (FY).  Some of the Board’s plan stays consistent from year to year.  Ellis stated one of the challenges the Board will face is getting permission for a fee increase in 2017.  Ellis also anticipated seeing more complaints as public awareness increases.
 
e. Mandatory Security Awareness Training from ISP:  Ellis requests the board to complete this training and return the form to the Board office.





6. Dr. Coplin moved to enter into Executive Session at 10:35 AM, pursuant to Idaho Code 67-2345(1) (d) to consider records that are exempt from disclosure.  Motion seconded by Dr. Dredge.  The roll call vote was:
Eklund – aye
Coplin – aye
Gerber – aye
Rockett – aye
Dredge – aye
Simpson - aye
Dr. Eklund: “Let the record reflect that the Board has approved the motion to enter into executive session and the open meeting is adjourned while the Board is in executive session. Ellis, Gerber and Hedge were asked to remain in the room with the Board members.  All other attendees were excused.
Dr. Coplin moved to exit Executive session at 10:58 AM.  Dr. Rockett seconded, and the motion passed.
Dr. Eklund: “Let the record reflect that the Board members have returned to open session following an Executive session during which they considered a stipulation and consent order for BVM 13-12a and BVM 13-12b as allowed by Idaho Code 67-2345(1) (d).

Dr. Dredge moved to accept stipulation and consent agreement BVM 13-12a as written.  Motion seconded by Ms. Simpson.  Dr. Eklund recuses herself.  Motion passed.
Dr. Dredge moved to accept stipulation and consent agreement BVM 13-12b as written.  Motion seconded by Dr. Gerber.  Dr. Eklund recuses herself.  Motion passed.

7. Additional information about NAVLE-AAVSB/VTNE:  Dr. Rockett requested this item be moved to the October meeting.

8. Case summary and discussion:  Gabel lead a discussion of “In the Matter of Bloomfield, 98 A.3d 483 (N.H. Sp. Ct., July 11, 2014)”

9. Open Forum
a. No comments were received.

10. Equine dentistry update – E-mail
a. Ellis reported a blanket e-mail was sent to all practicing veterinarians explaining the Board’s policy on equine dentistry.  This information was also sent by regular mail to those without e-mail addresses.  Ellis received calls asking for clarification on some points in the letter; several asked why the board is just now enforcing the Veterinary Practice Act. 
 
b. Ellis reported warning letters were sent to all practicing equine dentists clarifying what the practice act says.  Dr. Rockett questioned what ‘supervision’ means.  Ellis would also like clarification of the rule as well how exceptions apply to the rule.

  
c. Ellis was contacted by Mr. Josh Wallace, an equine dental practitioner in Whitesboro, Texas.  Mr. Wallace was very involved in the 2011 drive to legalize and regulate lay equine dentists in Texas.  Mr. Wallace sent a letter addressing the advantages of legalizing lay equine dentists, which was distributed to Board members.

d. Clarification of VPA pertaining to equine dentistry:  Ellis presented examples in the VPA that seemed contradictory or confusing and asked for suggestions and ideas for improvement.

e. Discussion:  Adding language in statue to require veterinarians to provide veterinary exams and treatment plans in their documentation of dentals:  
Dr. Eklund gave a brief summary on why she thought this would be beneficial is regulating animal dentistry.  Discussion followed.

11. Anesthesia-free preventative teeth cleaning by Animal Dental Care technicians in Idaho:  Ellis was contacted by a veterinarian after the equine dentistry mail was sent.  This veterinarian contracts with a company out of California who uses unsupervised technicians to provide anesthesia-free dental cleaning for cats and dogs in his practice.  He states he knows of at least two other practices in Idaho that are using this company.   This veterinarian asked for guidance from the board regarding the legality of this type of service and if it would be considered a violation of Idaho statute.  Discussion followed.  Dr. Rockett states the focus needs to be on how the rules are applied that are already in place.

12. Review of the definition of “artificial insemination” in statute of the Idaho Veterinary Practice Act:  Ellis was contacted by another veterinarian, in response to the equine dentistry mail, who questioned if lay people who are doing pregnancy checking at Idaho dairies are acting legally.  Dr. Coplin advised that pregnancy checking and artificial insemination be considered part of practicing veterinary medicine.  Dr. Ekund presented an example of current law in Oklahoma but advised the law is not being enforced as needed.  Dr. Coplin stated that it is very common for lay people who are not directly employed by the owner to do such testing.  Idaho’s current law
 (Title 54.2104.h)  allows for an owner of an animal or his regular employees to do pregnancy testing.  Artificial insemination is not considered pregnancy testing  The Department of Agriculture Animal Industries agency is responsible for regulating artificial insemination in Idaho. 

13. Dr. Coplin moved to enter into Executive Session at 3:00 PM, pursuant to Idaho Code 67-2345(1) (d) to consider non-routine license applications that are exempt from disclosure.  Motion seconded by Dr. Dredge.  The roll call vote was:
Eklund – aye		Rockett - aye
Coplin – aye		Dredge - aye
Gerber – aye		Simpson - aye


Dr. Eklund: “Let the record reflect that the Board has approved the motion to enter into executive session and the open meeting is adjourned while the Board is in executive session. Ellis, Gerber and Hedge were asked to remain in the room with the Board members.  All other attendees were excused.
Dr. Coplin moved to exit Executive session at 3:20 PM.  Motion seconded by Dr. Dredge.  Motion passed.
Dr. Eklund: “Let the record reflect that the Board members have returned to open session following an Executive session during which they considered non-routine license applications that are exempt from disclosure.

Dr. Rockett moved to accept the non-routine applications and to notify the applicants who failed to do proper disclosure.  Motion seconded by Dr. Coplin.  Motion passed. 

14. Review and approve license and certification applications:  Fifty (50) veterinary applications and thirteen (13) veterinary technician applications were reviewed and approved.

With no further business to conduct, the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 PM.
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